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METROPOLITAN CEMETERIES BOARD — GREAT WAR VETERANS’ HEADSTONES 
48. Hon KATE DOUST to the minister representing the Minister for Heritage: 
Under the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board renewal program, many headstones of Great War veterans are being 
destroyed or lost. 

(1) In light of the impending 100th anniversary of the Great War and Anzac landings, what measures are 
being taken to identify and preserve these important items of heritage? 

(2) Has the minister discussed the issue with his counterparts, the Minister for Veterans and the Minister 
for Local Government? 

(3) If no to (2), will the minister undertake to do so without further delay? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. I would like to clarify that the original question was directed 
to the Minister for Local Government. Consequently, I am of the understanding that the answer has come from 
the Minister for Local Government. 

(1) The statement that under the Metropolitan Cemeteries Board renewal program many headstones of 
Great War veterans are being destroyed or lost is wrong. The following measures have been taken to 
identify and preserve headstones of Great War veterans as important items of heritage. Members of the 
Metropolitan Cemeteries Board’s monument assessment and advisory committee diligently conduct a 
thorough assessment of each burial section, looking at every single headstone and developing a full 
schedule of every grave prior to its final report to the minister. MCB has a long and collaborative 
relationship with the Office of Australian War Graves regarding military graves and the renewal 
process. MCB has a longstanding memorandum of understanding with the OAWG and is the only 
cemetery authority in Australia to have formalised the relationship in this manner. The state manager of 
the OAWG is a member of MAAC and plays an active role in the pre-renewal assessment of each burial 
section. Should a war dead or veteran be found in a burial section due for renewal, research is done on 
the eligibility of the deceased for war grave status. Most of these have an unidentified grave and 
OAWG puts a headstone on the existing grave, which is retained in situ. Headstones of official war 
graves are not disturbed or modified in any way during the renewal process—these are left in situ. 
When MCB receives an email, letter or phone call with information that a deceased may be a war 
veteran, MCB refers the person to OAWG to have the grave assessed and recognised as a war grave. 
During the process of cemetery renewal, all headstones are photographed and their inscriptions 
recorded for posterity. Records of these are maintained and are available to the public for reference. The 
cemetery renewal process has been refined and improved over the years to include an entry on the 
cemetery records system stating the location in the renewed area where a headstone or inscription has 
been relocated—for example, in garden bed A, or on a particular wall. 

It is unfortunate that one section of the community perpetuates these incorrect and distressing claims 
regarding the Metropolitan Cemetery Board’s renewal program and works being undertaken. 

(2)–(3) An ongoing dialogue occurs between the office of the Minister for Local Government and the Minister 
for Veterans on this matter. 
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